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Senior Pastor:  Rev. Jamie McBride 
Pastors Cell:  765-243-2910 
Email: jamiemcbride45@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday    9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
618-833-6702 
Email: annanazsec@frontier.com 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS 

Embracing the “Welcome” 
 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7) 
 

What you teach people they may forget but what they observe they will never forget. When I observe the life of Jesus in 

the gospel accounts he was like a human relational magnet. Jesus would arrive in a town and as soon as people heard he 

was near or when they recognized him they came running. In both Mark (2:15-17) and Matthews (9:10-12) accounts we 

see a scene where Jesus is eating dinner with tax collectors and other types of sinners. Not exactly the crowd people 

thought they would find Jesus eating with. When the Pharisees and teachers of the law saw it they asked the disciples 

why Jesus ate with such people. Something I’ve been reminded of when reading the gospel accounts is this: when we 

follow and act like Jesus it will look weird culturally. Even today when you live like Jesus people will wonder and ask 

about your intentions. The lesson we must remember is that our values shape culture and our    values are shaped by our 

actions. How we live shows what our values are. What was Jesus about? Welcoming and accepting people no one else 

wanted to. How did Jesus accept or welcome people?  Unconditionally and indiscriminately. Jesus welcomed the worst 

of               sinners showing they mattered while telling them truthfully your sin is not acceptable. When we examine 

the life of Jesus we see that he broke the barriers of class, race, prejudice, appearance and ability. He looked past these 

and by his actions showed what he welcomed. When we look into the heart of Jesus Paul reminds us He first welcomed 

us so we must welcome each other despite the differences. Matthew captures the heart of Jesus when he writes “When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a                   

shepherd” (9:36). Luke adds “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won't he leave 

the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it?” (15:4) I believe we 

receive a valuable lesson here: Look at people in light of their eternity and need. 

 

Why is Paul’s command in Romans 15:7 so important? Paul answers in verse 6 “so that with one mind and one voice 

you may  glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” How did Jesus bring glory to God His Father? By                 

giving an accurate picture in the way he lived. The context of Romans 15 flows from the important of welcoming or                    

accepting one another as Christ has. We should please our neighbor for his good to build them up (v.1). Paul then prays 

that God would give endurance and encouragement to follow the purpose of Christ so that with one heart and voice all 

may glorify God together. It’s a beautiful passage. Do we have to agree with everyone and everything? No! Do we have 

to approve of everything? No! But Paul is asking that we welcome and embrace people because it’s what Christ did.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 



 

2  

SUNDAY  MORNING SERVICES 
 

Breakfast .................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Sunday School .......................................... 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Morning Worship .................................. 10:35 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
 
 

Family Bible Study ................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group ............................................. 6:30 p.m. 

 

SUNDAY  EVENING SERVICES 
 
 

Evening Worship ...................................... 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

MISSSIONARY SERVICE 
 
 

Sunday,  February 18 .............................. 6:00 p.m. 

Check out our Website and Facebook Page at www.annanaz.com 

Everything Paul writes in the first six verses flows from verse 7 happening first. It’s not always easy and there are              

struggles with it. I want to quickly point out 3 struggles in living Romans 15:7 out. 

 

1.) Legalism—judging others faith by extra biblical standards. This is what the Pharisees did to the people. Paul teaches 

on this in the previous chapter (14) in verses 1-5 and 10-13. Spend some time studying it. But look what Mark 7:8 says, 

“For you ignore God's law and substitute your own tradition.” This is the essence of judging by men’s ways instead of 

Gods. 

 

2.) Favoritism—judging others by external appearance or possessions. You can spend time reading and studying James 

2:1-5 but let me look at 2 Corinthians 5:16, “So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one 

time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now.” We must look at 

people from the heavenly perspective not from the worldly standpoint.  

 

3.) Prejudging—judging others based on pre-conceived notions about them. Along with this is judging people on               

motives. In 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Paul hits on this but look specifically at verse 5, “So don't make judgments about anyone 

ahead of time--before the Lord returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. 

Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.” Jesus calls us I believe to welcome others regardless what their 

motive may be or what they may have done. We truly don’t know until fruit begins to show in their lives. People come 

from different backgrounds and sometimes we hold that against them. We should as believers be able to                    

transcend differences. Allegiance to a certain way should not take precedence over allegiance to Christ. 

 

Let me leave you with this final thought about embracing the welcome. The church should be the safest place to be                  

welcomed. A place where people grow and get loved like nowhere else. 

 

With Love in Christ, 
Pastor Jamie 
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Missions at Anna Naz has been full of wonderful adventures this month!  January brought us a trip 
to Kenya via Joanne Blakley!  She presented us with some  authentic Kenyan dishes as well.  We 
were very blessed to have her speak and, as always, the fellowship was amazing, too!   
 
Join us next month as we take a close look into the membership of the AnnaNazarene 
Church.  March will be our International Celebration of Missions around the world. So be thinking 
about which region that you would like to represent.  Get your “missionary team” together, and let 
me know which region you will be traveling to and representing!  It’s sure to be a wonderful time of 
fellowship as well.   

 

ALABASTER OFFERING - FEBRUARY 25TH                       

                                           What Is Alabaster? 

The Alabaster Offering provides funds for property and buildings around the 

world. While we understand the church consists of the people of God and not a 

building, buildings erected for the purpose of ministry help provide a sense of 

permanence, functionally enhance ministry efforts, and convey an  attitude that 

the Church of the Nazarene intends to "put down roots." Alabaster funds help 

provide land for many Work & Witness projects, and the entire Alabaster                  

Offering goes toward the purchase of land and construction of churches,      

schools, medical facilities, and homes for missionaries and national workers.

   

                                                           How Are Alabaster Offerings Received?                                             

The Alabaster Offering gets to the mission field via several avenues. The most 

widely used is the Alabaster Box. Individuals are challenged to regularly contribute 

the cost of items they desire but do not need. The boxes also serve as reminders 

to pray for those people who will benefit from Alabaster buildings. 

 

In September and February, the money is collected. Sometimes a "march offering" is received with                     

individuals carrying their boxes to the front of the church and pouring the money into a large offering                 

container. The way an offering is received is as varied as the world areas in which the Church of the              

Nazarene has a presence; however, it is always accompanied with a spirit of rejoicing.                                                          

ALABASTER BOXES AVAILABLE ON FOYER TABLE 
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Dr. Bob and Jennifer Wilkerson                                   
have spent their lives in ministry.  

Both grew up in Nazarene parsonages and                              
were called to the ministry at very early ages.  

Dr. Bob and Jennifer are gifted in many diverse styles 
of music and can adapt in any situation                                      
and have the wherewithal to minister to                         

each and every church.  

Their deep commitment to share the                                      
gospel with anyone and everyone                                              
is evident as they pour their lives                                             

into proclaiming that     
 

             “Everybody Needs Jesus!” 
 

 

THE GIFT OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

One of the most powerful things one person can share with another is encouragement. 

Encouragement can stop suicide, divorce, and countless other tragedies.   A word of encouragement can heal 

someone who is broken and wounded.  It can give someone the courage to keep trying.  Our world is full of 

negative, bitter, uncaring people who can’t say anything good about anyone or anything.  The people of God 

should be a radiant contrast to the people of the world.  We should bubble over with the joy of the Holy Spirit.  

We should find it easy to be positive and uplifting.  Are you an encouragement to those around you?  Don’t let 

someone die from neglect and lack of encouragement.  Share your Christian joy by encouraging those around 

you on a regular basis. 

 

 
 

When it hurts, when nothing is given in return, when you’re victimized, when all is dark and gloomy,  

when you want to run and hide, when you’re numb and beaten, when you figure it won’t even matter, 

when the battle seems lost and over, when your first instinct is to lash out, when you feel justified to stop trying,      

when your desire is to just pretend things are okay, when you feel that all are at fault but yourself. 

 

 

Because Christ forgave you, and continues to do so despite the pain and hurt we cause Him.   

Love is the answer.  Not hatred.  Not bitterness.  Not avoidance.                                                            

Love is the extension of God’s grace and mercy to us.  And we must extend that love to each other. 

                                                        
~Trevor Gi 
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Opportunities to serve 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  FEBRUARY 4 

 Special Music: A.M. Jessica Elkins P.M. Randy Wright 

Greeters: A.M. Terry Wiseman Sr. P.M. Richard & Yvonne Graham 

Projection: A.M. Verna Fuller P.M. Verna Fuller 

Sound: A.M. Brad Clayborne P.M. Jason Elkins 

Video: A.M. Clayton Ramage P.M. Marshall Ramage 

Ushers: Curly Ralls, Jacob Wright, T.J. Macy, Mark Smith 

Nursery Volunteers: Herman & Jessie Wells 

Finance Team:  Stanley & Marilyn Elkins, Leonard Sadler 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS FEBRUARY 11 

Special Music: A.M. Betty Odum P.M. Dr. Bob & Jennifer Wilkerson 

Greeters: A.M. Kathy Papa P.M. Leonard & Connie Sadler 

Projection: A.M. Verna Fuller P.M. Verna Fuller 

Sound: A.M. Brad Clayborne P.M. Stanley Elkins 

Video: A.M. Jason Elkins P.M. Clayton Ramage 

Ushers: Robert Smith, Matt Macy, Noah Wiseman, Terry Wiseman Sr. 

Sunday School Nursery Volunteers: Mary Clayborne/Kathy Cook 
Church Nursery Volunteers: Robert & Nancy Smith 

Finance Team:  Stanley & Marilyn Elkins, Leonard Sadler 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS FEBRUARY 18 

Special Music: A.M. Harley & Madison Schnaare P.M. Missionary Service 

Greeters: A.M. Terry Wiseman Sr. P.M. Missionary Service 

Projection: A.M. Verna Fuller P.M. Missionary Service 

Sound: A.M. Brad Clayborne P.M. Missionary Service 

Video: A.M. Clayton Ramage P.M. Missionary Service 

Ushers: Curly Ralls, Jacob Wright, T.J. Macy, Mark Smith 

Nursery Volunteers: Herman & Jessie Wells 

Finance Team: Carla Ramage, Wendy Wiseman, Leonard Sadler 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS FEBRUARY 25 

 Special Music: A.M. Jack & Nina Shepard P.M. Abby Barlow 

Greeters: A.M. Richard & Yvonne Graham P.M. Leonard & Connie Sadler 

Projection: A.M. Verna Fuller P.M. Verna Fuller 

Sound: A.M. Brad Clayborne P.M. Stanley Elkins 

Video: A.M. Clayton Ramage P.M. Marshall Ramage 

Ushers: Robert Smith, Matt Macy, Noah Wiseman, Terry Wiseman Sr. 

Sunday School Nursery Volunteers: Mary Clayborne/Kathy Cook 
Church Nursery Volunteers: Robert & Nancy Smith 

Finance Team:  Carla Ramage, Wendy Wiseman, Leonard Sadler 
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Anna First Church of the Nazarene February 2018 Activities 

     Sunday                                                                               Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

  

 

1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

 

5 6 

 

7 

Family Bible 

Study 6:30 pm 

 

 

8 

Board Meetings 
 

Sunday School-6:15 pm 

Church -7 pm 

9 10 

 

11 

Dr. Bob &                    

Jennifer Wilkerson 

6:00 pm 

12 13 14 

Family Bible 

Study  6:30 pm 

15 

 

16 17 

 

18 

Missionary Service 

6:00 pm 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Family Bible 

Study  6:30 pm 

22 23 24 

25 

Alabaster Offering 

26 

 

27 28 

Family Bible 

Study  6:30 pm 

 

 

  


